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YOUNG-LIT: The European Project

There are 4 European countries (UK, Italy, Norway and Sweden) involved in this project to find out what young people, like you, enjoy reading.  In each country publishers produce books written for young people but while those for younger readers up to 13 are well liked, those for 14-18s are less popular.  

We thought it would be a good idea to ask your opinions about books written for young people.  We’ve taken books off the library shelves and brought them into schools in each country so that you can read them, decide what you like or don’t like about them, and then say what you think in the Young – Lit online magazine.

Do you like books written with young people in mind, or do you prefer other books?  What sort of book makes you want to read straight through without stopping?  Why do you lose interest in some books after just a few pages?  You tell us what you like and what you want to read, and we’ll pass that information on to the authors and publishers.

The Magazine

This magazine written by young people between 14-18, is easy to read and online so you can access it at school or at home.

Editorial Office

In each of the 4 countries there is an editorial office in a public library where you can send your contributions. 

UK: Milton Keynes Central Library, 555 Silbury Boulevard Saxon Gate East, Central Milton Keynes (contact person: Paul Dorney, telephone: +44 (0)1908 254050, e-mail: Paul.Dorney@milton-keynes.gov.uk)

Italy: “Sala Borsa” Multimedial Library, Piazza Nettuno, 3 40124 Bologna (contact person: Tiziana Nanni, telephone: +39 051 204429, e-mail: Tiziana.Nanni@comune.bologna.it or contact person: Serena Sorbi, telephone: +39 051 204483, e-mail: Serena.Sorbi@comune.bologna.it)

Norway: Bergen Off. Bibliotek, Strømgaten 6, 5015 Bergen (contact person: Karen Marie Loge, telephone: +47.55.56.85.99 / +47.55.56.85.96, e-mail: karenm@bergen.folkebibl.no)

Sweden: Library of Kallinge. Torget, 37250 Kallinge, Ronneby (contact person: Lena Mattisson, telephone: +46 457/18756 cellphone: +46 708/186722, e-mail: lena.mattisson@ronneby.se)

The Magazine Itself
The magazine has several sections including:

Bookcase: Recommended reading list suggested for reviewing.

Reviews: Reviews of books, chosen from the bookcase, written specifically for young people.

Articles: Articles on authors that particularly interest you, or on books that you particularly enjoyed.

Creative Writing: This is where you can contribute your own short stories or poems.

Writing a Review

In terms of reviewing the books on the suggested reading list, all we say is: “We want to know what you think.” 

In order to help you with this question here are a few features for you to consider in preparing your review.

· The book itself 

What does it look like? Is it a paperback or hardback? Does it have a dust jacket? Is it easy or hard to handle? How much does it cost? Is it cheap? Is the cover attractive, new, original, cheerful, sad? Is the book illustrated? In colour or black and white? Are the drawings appropriate, detailed, realistic, expressive? 

· The story 

What is the book about? What genre does it belong to - Adventure, fantasy, mystery, horror, historical, a classic? Is the story interesting? Moving? Can you identify with the main character? Are the themes very interesting or of little interest? Are they demanding, up to date? Did they make you think? Did they stimulate discussion in class? 

· Style of Writing 

Let’s look at the text. Is it written in the first person (I pulled the trigger) or the third person (He pulled the trigger)?  Is it written in the past tense or the present tense.  Is it fast or slow paced? Is the text made up of conversation or description? Are there any dramatic turns of events? Let’s look at the beginning: Did it grab you? What is the moment (or moments) of greatest suspense? How does the story end? Was the ending unexpected? Are all of the threads of the story tied together at the end or is anything left unresolved?  Is the narrative style simple, poetic, romantic, repetitive? 

Once you have analysed and discussed the book, our question is did you like it? Why? Would you recommend it to your friends? To whom would you recommend it in particular, and why?  If you didn’t like it, why not?

The review is essentially made up of two parts, which are not necessarily separate.

1) A plot summary without revealing the ending

2) A critical evaluation
The review can be written in the first, second, or third person, with quoted sections from the text. It can be written as an interview, a conversation or poetry. But no one says it can’t also be written as a recipe or even as a medical prescription! 

Writing an Article

When writing an article, you need to research you chosen topic.  Nowadays, thanks to the Internet, researching a topic is much easier than it used to be, and publishers’ websites also provide the opportunity to know their authors better, offering little-known information and sometimes an email address so that you can contact the authors directly. 

The arts and culture sections and literary supplements of newspapers can also give useful information. 
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Publication Rules

All the articles sent to the editorial office for publication must follow the publication rules:

Typeface Times New Roman

Size 12, single-spaced, block text in one column.

In laying out the text use only the basic styles: italics and bold.

Never use: tables, colour, images, indents, special typefaces, notes, links, or indexes.

Word processing program:

Word - when possible saving the text in RTF (Rich Text Format)

Reviews

No more than 1000 characters (both letters and spaces count as characters; on your computer you will find an automatic count).

The first name and surname of the author in italics

The title of the book in bold

Publisher, city in normal typeface

First name and surname(s) of student(s) in italics

Class, school name, city in bold

Articles

No more than 3,000 characters

First name and surname(s) of student(s) in italics

Class, school name, city in bold

Creative Writing

No more than 3,000 characters

First name and surname of student in italics

Class, school name, city in bold

Editorial Rules

When the piece is ready, written in Word, please check it against the rules in the style manual before sending in your contribution.
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Here are a few of the most common rules of grammar:

Apostrophes

Contraction

Many English words get pushed together to sound like one word.  This is called contraction, and usually means some letters being left out.

· do not  ( don’t

· it is ( it’s

· what has ( what’s

Possession – Belonging

’s on the end of a word may mean something belongs to it.

· Jade’s shoes

· the fisherman’s phone

’s and s’

Jade and fisherman are both singular words.  That means there is only one of each.

Plural words – like girls, fishermen or rivers – mean more than one.

For singular words you always show belongings by ’s
· Sam’s quick thinking

· The guinea pig’s hutch

Even if a singular word already ends in –s, you still add ’s

But

If the word ends in –s because it’s plural, the apostrophe goes after it: s’
· The shop is for the campers, so it’s the campers’ shop.

If the word is plural but it doesn’t end in –s, then stick to ’s

· The children’s library

Odd one out: its

When its means there’s something belonging to it there’s no apostrophe.  When it’s short for it is, there is an apostrophe.

· It’s time you took the dog for its walk.

Brackets [ ( ) ]

Inside brackets (parentheses) you put things that may be helpful, but not really necessary.

It was lucky for Jack that there was someone (especially someone with a mobile phone) fishing on the riverbank.

Numbers

Write out numbers that require no more than two words, remembering that a hyphenated number between twenty-one and ninety-nine counts as one word. 

· Use numbers, however, when the number relates to a unit of measure, time, proportion, etc.: 2 inches, 5-minute delay, 65 mph, 23 years old, page 23, 2 percent. 

· Use numbers for decimals and fractions: 0.75, 3.45, 1/4 oz, 7/8 in. (Notice that abbreviations are always written in the singular form whether they would be expressed as plurals or not: 14 oz, 12 in. 

· Use numbers for any number greater than nine: 237 lb, 32 players. 

· Approximate figures — fractional or otherwise — may be written out as words: one half of the students, a third of the time, four times as often. 

· Place a hyphen after a unit of measure when the unit relates to a noun: 10-foot pole, 6-inch ruler, 3-year-old horse. 

· When many numbers are involved, use all numbers unless all the numbers are whole numbers less than nine. 

· Percentage expressions should be written out as words: Last term, 78 percent of the first-year students passed English Literature. (as opposed to 78%) 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Count von Count"

Consistency is important here! 

Avoid beginning a sentence with a number that is not written out. 

· Seventy-two inches equals approximately 1.83 metres.
An exception: you can begin a sentence with a date: 

· 1997 was a very good year for owls.


Use figures instead of words for 

· Dates and years: December 18, 1997, not December 18th.

· Decimals, percentages, and fractions: 235.485, 55%, 1/4 

· Ranges: Young people between 14 and 18 years of age. 

· Time: 9.15 a.m. If you use the word o'clock, however, spell out the number in words: We left at seven o'clock. Use a.m. and p.m., not AM and PM. 

Ellipses [ . . . ] 

An ellipsis is a handy device when you're quoting material and you want to omit some words. The ellipsis consists of three evenly spaced dots (full stops) with spaces between the ellipsis and surrounding letters or other marks. Let's take the sentence, "The ceremony paid tribute to twelve brilliant athletes from the Caribbean who were visiting the UK" and leave out "from the Caribbean who were":

· The ceremony paid tribute to twelve brilliant athletes . . . visiting the UK 

The ellipsis can also be used to indicate a pause in the flow of a sentence and is especially useful in quoted speech: 

· Juan thought and thought . . . and then thought some more.
"I'm wondering . . ." Juan said, bemused.

Hyphens [ - ]

Hyphens (dashes) can be used for the following:

Creating compound words: particularly modifiers before nouns 

· the well-known actor

· my six-year-old daughter

· the out-of-date curriculum 

Writing numbers: 

· twenty-one to ninety-nine 

· and fractions (five-eighths, one-fourth) 
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Creating compounds:

· on-the-fly for fly-by-night organizations


There is no space between a hyphen and the character on either side of it. 
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Speech

[image: image6.jpg]P d

Education and Culture

Culture 2000



Using speech marks (quotation marks) is quite complicated.  You need to follow these five steps:

· Open the speech marks:

“

· Write the words that were spoken:
“You’re in luck

· Add ! ? ,  or .


“You’re in luck,

· Close the speech marks:

“You’re in luck,”

· Carry on writing:


“You’re in luck,” said the boy.

There should always be a punctuation mark before closing the speech marks. But which one?

Mostly it depends on what comes next:

· “I’ve go a mobile phone.”

This is a complete sentence, so you use a full stop.

· “You’re in luck,” said the fisherman.

This is a sentence that carries on after the speech marks, so you use a comma.

But 

· After questions you write … ?” 

· After exclamations you write …!”  whether the sentence carries on, or not.

Final Rules:
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